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Annual  Report  ?or  Year  1895 

OF 

ff|edical  0jficer  oJ  fjlealtfy. 


THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PENISTONE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 


In  presenting  to  you  my  Report  for  1895,  I  have  to  note  with  regret  the 
largely  increased  death-rate  for  the  year.  During  the  two  preceding  years,  the  rate 
was  respectively  1 5  and  1 1  per  thousand  ;  while  in  1895,  it  has  risen  to  20.7  per 
thousand.  The  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  55,  of  which  22  occurred  in 
children  under  5  years  of  age,  13  being  in  infants  under  1  year. 

The  number  of  registered  births  for  the  year  was  84,  which  gives  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  154  per  thousand  births;  nearly  double  that  for  1894,  which  was  85 
per  thousand  births. 

5  Infant  deaths  (under  1  year)  were  directly  attributable  to  Measles,  as  were 
also  two  cases  of  14  and  16  months  respectively.  14  deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  organs,  4  of  these  being  cases  of  Phthisis.  1  death  occurred  from 
Influenza,  and  1  from  Enteric  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  was  small,  comprising  1  case  of 
Scarletina,  2  of  Diphtheria,  and  3  of  Enteric  Fever,  1  of  the  latter  proving  fatal. 


During  the  autumn,  a  wide-spread  epidemic  of  Measles  broke  out  in  the 
District,  so  seriously  affecting  the  attendance  at  the  Schools,  that  it  was  found 
advisable  to  close  them.  This  was  accordingly  done  on  August  7th,  and  they 
remained  closed  until  September  16th. 

With  respect  to  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Town,  there  has 
certainly  been  some  improvement  during  the  year,  but  much  remains  to  be  done. 
The  essential  thing — an  efficient  sewerage  system — is  still  wanting,  and  until  such  a 
system  is  carried  out,  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  is  an  impossibility.  Another 
great  want  is  proper  Hospital  accommodation  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  with  apparatus  for  the  disinfection  of  the  clothes,  bedding,  etc., 
of  such  cases.  We  have  fortunately,  up  to  the  present,  been  free  from  any  serious 
epidemic  ;  but  the  necessity  for  such  Hospital  accommodation  might  arise  at  any  moment. 

There  has  been  decided  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  roadways  and 
domestic  premises,  the  greater  part  of  two  days  every  week  being  devoted  by  the 
staff  to  this  purpose. 

At  the  “  White  Hart,”  Bridge  End,  an  old  cesspool — 24  feet  long,  2  feet  wide, 
and  3  feet  deep,  and  covered  only  by  flags — was  removed,  and  all  the  drains  entirely 
replaced  with  6in.  pipes. 

Special  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  closets,  old  ones  have  been  replaced 
by  new  ;  and  ashpits  which  were  below  the  level  of  the  ground  have  been  filled  up  to 
at  least  3  inches  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  yard. 

The  Scavenging  by  the  sanitary  staff  is  more  efficient,  the  Ashpits  being 
cleaned  more  regularly,  and  not  only  on  notification  by  the  tenants. 

With  the  exception  of  at  isolated  farmhouses  and  two  or  three  cottages  at 
Cubley,  dip  wells  are  not  used. 

The  Bacecommon  Auxiliary  Water  Scheme  continues  to  supply  a  constant 
quantity  of  about  60,000  gallons  of  good  water  in  24  hours. 

There  has  been  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor,  and  defective  eaves  spouting  has  been  remedied. 

A  considerable  number  of  reported  nuisances  has  been  abated  during  the  year, 
there  remaining  unabated  8,  one  of  which  has  been  ordered  by  the  Council  to  stand 
over,  and  several  only  recently  brought  under  notice. 


At  Bridge  End,  behind  Wentworth  Road,  a  very  bad  state  of  matters  exists, 
owing  to  a  right  of  way  dispute  there  has  been  great  difficulty  in  emptying  the 
cesspool,  the  barrel  having  to  be  backed  up  against  a  low  wall  and  the  contents  of  the 
cesspool  carried  a  considerable  distance  to  it  in  buckets.  Even  after  being  thoroughly 
emptied,  the  cesspool  rapidly  refills  after  rain,  as  a  large  area  drains  into  it.  The 
overflow  finds  its  way  along  the  surface  into  the  river,  causing  a  most  offensive 
nuisance.  Another  nuisance  which  has  been  reported  previously,  is  the  existence  of  a 
Cow-shed  with  its  accompanying  collection  of  manure,  in  Shrewsbury  Road  ;  in  wet 
weather,  the  fluid  is  washed  out  on  to  the  pavement  and  runs  down  in  front  of  the 
houses,  an  objectionable  state  of  matters. 

The  Slaughter-houses  are  kept  in  very  good  order,  and  the  unregistered  one 
will  be  registered  at  an  early  date. 

With  reference  to  River  Pollution,  the  bulk  of  the  sewage  in  the  absence  of 
other  means  for  its  disposal  still  continues  to  be  discharged  into  the  Don. 

I  am,  gentlemen. 


Faithfully  yours, 

JAMES  A.  ROSS,  M.B.C.M. 

Penistone,  February  8th,  1896. 


Birth-rate — 31  per  thousand. 

Death-rate — General,  20.7  per  thousand;  under  1  year,  154  per  thousand. 

Death  from  Zymotics — 1. 
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